


a Laramie 4 class III event occurred, the 
Laramie 4 feature in the class III shape file 
would be turned on, and the Laramie 4 features 
in the remaining shape files would be turned off. 
 

 
Figure 4. Avalanche Events for Jan 1 – 31, 
2008.  Class I slidepaths are represented in 
green, II in yellow, and III in orange. 
 
4. EXPORTS 
 
Google Earth is a free geographic program that 
is quickly becoming a standard method of 
visualizing and transferring geographic data.  
Expanding on existing functionality of ESRI’s 3-
D Analysis extension, KMZ files can be created 
and exported.  These are zipped Google Earth’s 
KML files, which seamlessly integrate into 
Google Earth (Figure 5).  Data files, either of 
avalanche events, or summaries of aspect and 
elevation can also be exported in text format, 
which can then be uploaded into analysis 
programs such as Microsoft’s Excel. 
 

 
Figure 5.  3-D Google Earth representation of 
the same data as in Figure 4. 
 
5. CONCLUSION 
 
GeoWAX.Net is a tool to integrate many 
different analysis and cartographic programs 
which include ArcGIS, Google Earth, database 

programs, and Microsoft’s Excel.  This program 
will be freely available to ArcGIS users and can 
be downloaded from JHAvalanche.org. 
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